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BUSINESS OF DESIGN GATHERINGS

DESIGNER
EXPERIENCE

Late summer, Greensboro, NC: A group of designers,
home furnishings retailers, and a few industry cre- ' DAY 1
atives gather for the inaugural Designer ExperieNCe. '
The idea — to experience a custom blend of North - THE PROXIMITY HOTEL
Carolina design and hospitality without the sweet \ ;
frenzy of market. The result — 3 days of innovative IS OUR BASE-
ideas, marketing, furniture history, and relationship

building. The DX, as we call it, was simply magical.

That may sound trite, but it's true.

Dennis banters
with sidekick of
30 years and
the Proximity's
In-house artist,
Chip Hofton.

Wearing Birks, khakis, and an impish mile, Dennis Quaintance,
Ceo anf Chief Design Officer of Quaintance-Weaver Restavrants
¢ Hotels, talks about the makjng_ of the Froximity, the countrys
first LEED Platinum hotel. Hig presentation Ugly lon't Suctainable, i¢
laced with phrases like collaborative docign, creating. with intention,
and a\/oiding_ boing_ inavthentic. Denni¢ i a wnique hotelier.

Libby Langdlon, in festive
vermillion, entertaing and ingpives with
humorous  yeit hearffelt anecdotes
about her peronal Jourmey to fear-
lesgness. She chares tips on Planning,
media velationships, video markaﬁng,
and brand §+orq’ro”in3_

T

| admire the way Dennis o
Quaintance approaches every-
thing he does with a business
mind, but is also always mind-
ful of design. What he said —
don't be too quick to discount
an idea, but rather, let it per-
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colate and discuss it amongst OM, hove my pesesbt o 1
DESIGNER your team to see if it can lead e e
TAKEOVERIN to another, potentially success- i

ful idea — truly resonated.
— Stephen Shutts w9 (4]
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A real good headshot can
make a designer’s day!

A big thank You to
Worlds Avvaq for a 1Lohfft1

fun roaming dinner.

Libby*
LUEC
Point and 15 o

take pics, like this one.
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Seeing how there are so many
little but important details that
must come together to achieve
one guality benchmade piece is
very educational. Someone said
they now have a better under-
standing of long lead times, and
that they feel empowered to ex-
plain the process to their clients.

— Stephen Shutts

Mogt aicsigﬂ&rg had heard of Thayer
ever ventwred 1o the h‘ig{n Foint showroom and factory. We
5m‘homd for a four and a mid-century dzéign falk, both
led by Phil Miller, VF Sales and Mark:&ﬁn&

Next top, Artistica Home where Fresident Rob-
ext Yount strolls v¢ through centuries of fashion
and furnitwre, connecting the dot in the confext [EEESE
of monarchs and major style: movements. From
the Vigio”q ormate Eizabethan eva fo more fem-
inized Shapes in France to the hig’rorrq of uéing_
e,xc[yigh“a organio materials in fumiture doéign,
Robert was informative and wE‘H»].
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ngéin but few had

The Fhillips. Collection family ic not just abovt
Voimagining_ felled treeg a¢ “V&—&dgp tables, they
ave about bokf&ring the communities from where
the wood comex. Th&v‘ paY farmers to remove the
behemoth trees. T’hu; built a ctudent PIa!Tgmund in

Thailand. 1% purposeful stuff like that, yov 5:#
to diccover at a cmall event like this. And then,
theret avthentic barbecve tool

The visual stimulation
was off the charts with
beautiful fabrics, ma-
terials, color, presenta-
tion everywhere we
went. Each event lead
to the next in a very
coherent way with tal-
ented, knowledgeable
professionals. | loved
every minute of it!

— Nancie Wood
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Groat encounters, enlizhtenin
edvcation, and farm—to—table

goodness. #’r big_bray goes t?u-f to
Currey & Co. for Sponsoring.

An Enohanﬁng. E\/ening
at Revolvtion Millg

One of the lectures
highlighted a how-to on
increasing your social
media presence. | strug-
gle with social media
postings and found this
to be invaluable.

Starts with yoza, ends
with 592#9 In between
theve < Social medial

— Jodie O'Connor

Jackie Von Tobel's Designing with Light pro-
vided a valuable reminder of the intricacies of
lighting in design. She also delivered memor-
able do’s and don’ts to help us avoid common
mistakes and install lighting that enhances our
work and provides optimal function for every
room’s purpose
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= — Melissa Galt
DESIGNERS TODAY
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